Secondary surgical and neodymium-YAG laser discissions.
Between November 1978 and June 1984, 161 surgical and 102 neodymium-YAG laser discissions were performed. The incidence of discission in patients with a mean three-year follow-up after extracapsular surgery was 22.1% (39 of 176 eyes) after extracapsular cataract extraction alone and 14.5% (81 of 558 eyes) after extracapsular cataract extraction with intraocular lens implantation (P less than .02); the incidence was 25.5% (47 of 184 eyes) with the transiridectomy clip lens and 9.1% (33 of 364 eyes) with the posterior chamber lens (P less than .001). The average interval between cataract surgery and the discission was 2.4 years. The intraocular pressure was increased in 51% (48 eyes) of the eyes two to five hours after YAG laser discission and was unpredictable in most patients. After surgical discission, the intraocular pressure was increased on the first postoperative day in 13% (18 eyes) of the eyes. With surgical discission, significant complications included vitreous manipulation, wound leak, and intraocular inflammation. Intraocular lens pitting occurred in 20 patients undergoing YAG laser discission. Complications with both procedures included cystoid macular edema, retinal detachment, glaucoma, and closure of a previously adequate discission opening.